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WEEK IN REVIEW

     We had a wonderful start to the school year.  Thanks to all the parents who returned their paperwork so promptly.  I really appreciate your help.

     The team took many tests to help me plan and prepare for guided reading, math, and writing.  I was very impressed with how hard the class worked since many of the tests were difficult.

     We spent a great deal of time this week reviewing our “Team Agreements” and establishing our daily routine.  We focused a lot on being responsible, respectful, and safe. The class is definitely showing they are ready for a great year.
      Our first story in our reading anthology is Officer Buckle and Gloria which is written by Peggy Rathmann.  You will find links on the classroom website that tie in with our first story.   Our focus skill is decoding long words.  The vocabulary words for our first selection are; department, audience, obeys, commands, expression, accident, and noticed.
     Next Friday will be our first spelling test.  Our focus in spelling will be the patterns in the words.  Next week’s pattern is words with short vowel a and e.  The children will also take a weekly dictation test which will include their spelling and frequency words.  Their final grade in spelling will center on whether they can apply the word patterns in their daily written work.
          We are focusing on adding and subtracting four digit numbers in math.  The two concepts focus on essential objectives 2 and 3 in math.    
     For the first essential objective in science we will focus on students understanding the interactions of plants and animals that occur in the food chain.

     Bellevue Elementary is looking better by the day.  We read The Important Book by Margaret Wise.  The children wrote their own version to the story…The Most Important Thing about Third Grade.  Their wonderful paragraphs will be put on display in the hallway.
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STUDENT CORNER

      The class spent a great deal of time during the week working on team building activities.  We read several books that tied in with team building.  Two stories we read were Big Al and The Rainbow Fish.  Both books focused on friendship.  The children completed a Venn diagram comparing the two stories.  I was very impressed with their interpretations of the stories.  One student shared that it's what’s on the inside that counts.  Another child told the group that it is important to treat others like you want to be treated.  What a clever and kind class!!      

     The children also enjoyed making their own version of the Rainbow Fish.  Each child wrote a compliment on their sea creature that centered on something nice they might say to someone.  They will complete their fish by adding glitter and displaying them on our “Swimming Toward Success” bulletin board.  

     Another story the team read was Chrysanthemum.  For math we made a name graph that showed how many letters were in each of our names.  They also made necklaces out of beads.  The bead necklace had their name on it.  They were excited to wear them home.  On Thursday the children made an M&M graph.  Of course the class enjoyed a tasty treat when they finished.
     Another activity your child will be involved in throughout the year is being a “Bucket Filler”.  After reading How Full is Your Bucket? each child decorated his/her own bucket.  Have your child explain what they will be doing with the bucket.
     I was very impressed by the “special treasures” each child brought from home.  They were very proud and excited to share. We read Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, which told of a boy named Gordon who lived by a retirement center. He helped Miss Gordon find her memory. The children wrote about their special treasure and the memory they had.  They focused on their ideas when writing, which is one of the Six Traits we will be developing throughout the year.  
     The weekly purple folder went home for the first time today.  The children have been doing an awesome job writing in their planners. Thanks for all you help at home!     Thank you for signing your child’s planner nightly! We are off to a fantastic start!
